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Ludewig, Trubner, Troemel, Harrisse, Boucher de la Richardiere, 
Lowndes, Brunet, GraBsse, and, indeed, all known bibliographers, 
besides the contents of the catalogues of all the public and many 
of the private libraries in this country, which pertain to the subject." 

As an indication of the manner in which this plan has thus far been 
executed, it may be stated that the letter A takes up 340 pages of the 
parts thus far issued. From the examination we have been able to 
give to this work, we have formed the most favorable opinion of it. It 
seems to be prepared with care and learning, and if completed on the 
plan of which we have here the first-fruits, the work will prove indis- 
pensable to all American scholars and book collectors. 

As has been stated, the works are arranged under the names of au- 
thors, " and, in the case of anonymous writers, under the most obvious 
subject or title." Where a book is published anonymously, and the 
writer is known, the work is entered also under the name of the author, 
which is given in brackets. The notes which are appended to many of 
the curious books show great care, and are an important feature in the 
plan. Review notices of important books are referred to, and a capital 
letter preceding the number of the books indicates the public library 
in which it may be found. 

We wish all success to Mr. Sabin's undertaking. The work is beau- 
tifully printed, on fine laid paper, by the Bradstreet Press. 



17. — The Life of Timothy Pickering. By his Son, Octavius Pick- 
ering. Vol.1. Boston : Little, Brown, & Co. 1867. pp. xx., 549. 

A work of filial piety is, in this volume, well begun. Nor is it 
merely a work of duty to a father, but to the truth of history also, 
and the public memory of a man who was deservedly prominent dur- 
ing the Revolution and the formative period of our government. 
Colonel Pickering was a person of earnest, even bitter convictions ; 
and he had a frankness in expressing them which made him peculiarly 
the object of political slander in days when it was, if possible, more 
unscrupulous than now. He was a good hater, and had something of 
the Puritan habit of looking upon opinions as wicked which were, at 
worst, only mistaken. He was what the Scotch call a dour man, — 
one whose conscientiousness may become hardness and sternness, es- 
pecially where duty is concerned, and whose beliefs are not long in 
stiffening into prejudices. He could not think well of a democrat, or 
of a Frenchman after '89. He was one of the leaders of that Federal 
party, strong in character and ability, — the most respectable party we 
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have ever had, — which did not and could not believe in the practica- 
bility of the French theory that a form of government may be impro- 
vised, and that the future may be shaped by anything less powerful 
and omnipresent than the past. They held it a cardinal truth in states- 
manship, that a great part of the power of political ideas lay in their 
continuity (a truth we could wish to see more steadily kept in view by 
our members of Congress, who seem to like measures in proportion as 
they have not been tested by experience) ; and their mistake was in 
looking too exclusively to England for precedent, overlooking the fact 
that America had already developed certain irresistible tendencies more 
potent than even precedent itself. If we may call it a proof of politi- 
cal sagacity that John Adams and his son, at important crises, both 
subordinated party to what they considered higher claims, there is also 
something in human nature which sympathizes even more strongly with 
Pickering, who clung to a defeated and hopeless party all the more 
devotedly that it was defeated and hopeless. 

This volume brings Colonel Pickering to the end of the Revolution- 
ary War and to his fortieth year. It gives us glimpses of his college 
life ; shows him to us before the war as a good citizen, always eager to 
be useful and always in earnest ; and gives us a minute record of his 
services during the struggle for independence, as an officer of the line, 
leading member of the Board of War, and Adjutant-General of the 
Continental Army. The gentle and kindly side of his uncompromis- 
ing character is brought out in his relations to home and family. Mr. 
Octavius Pickering has performed his task modestly, and with a judi- 
cious selection from his materials. The volume already published con- 
tributes much fresh and valuable material to our Revolutionary history. 
We get some new and unexpected light, for example, on the famous 
Newburg letters, the story of which, as here told, is a singular proof 
how little even the memory of the actors themselves may be trusted in 
establishing the facts of history. In this case, every survivor of those 
present, when the event about which a question had arisen took place, 
recollected differently, and was wrong in some essential particular. 
Colonel Pickering himself, with no temptation to be mistaken, never- 
theless was mistaken, as his own letters of the time would have shown 
him, had he referred to them. 

We shall look for the succeeding volumes of this work with much 
interest. They cannot fail to illustrate many obscure points in our po- 
litical history, and to help us in forming a fairer judgment of the 
motives and conduct of the Federal party, — a party more often ma- 
ligned than understood. When Mr. Pickering shall have finished his 
labors, we shall hope to do that justice to his subject, and his mode 
of treating it, which our limits forbid us now. 



